
Bill Tracking Activity 
8th grade US History 

 
Sue Schumacher, Griffin Middle School 
 
Purpose:  To supplement and enhance the students’ study and understanding of the 
overall Legislative process through the experience of following one or more bills 
throughout Session. 
 
General Background:   

⇒ Students have a working knowledge of both the federal and state levels of 
government:  3 branches, checks and balances, the Constitution, voting, etc. 

⇒ This activity is designed to be implemented on an ongoing basis during Session. It 
is an added activity to supplement their earlier basic content learning, a way to 
become personally connected to what is happening in Olympia on a day-to-day 
basis. 

⇒ While students are following their bills in small-group work, there will also be 
other in-class instruction occurring (i.e., whatever is in the curriculum at this point 
in the year).  

 
1. Explore Legislature’s web site (www.leg.wa.gov) 

a. Bill Information 
b. Find your legislator 
c. Students’ Page 

 
2. How a bill becomes a law:  review 

a. PowerPoint*: view, discuss 
b. Divide into small groups (2-4); student choice 
c. Each small group creates a flow chart for their own use 

 
3. Each group chooses several bills to track 

(Each group member could choose at least one that particularly interests him 
or her.) 

 
4. Explain tracking process, steps, expectations 

a. Middle School Storage—folders, naming, record keeping (this is specific 
to my school, but I would design a particular electronic format for this 
project so I could track and/or grade the activity and so the groups can 
share their learning with each other.) 

b. Introduce tables “Log” and “Tracking” (Forms below. The web site also 
has a bill tracking feature that may be better suited for this activity 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/ and go to “Bill Tracking”.) 

 
(I will edit these sheets so they include form fields that can be easily added 
to throughout the activity. I plan to use both electronic worksheets which 
will be saved in shared computer files—for the more formal, group-



oriented records—and hard copies for individual students to make notes 
on.) 

c. Assign calendar, roles, saving, communication 
d. (Perhaps large Cutoff Calendar and list of all bills being tracked on the 

wall for all to get the big picture??) 
e. Watch and read the news/check online daily for updates 

 
5. Periodic sharing with large group 

a. Update bill progress 
b. Discuss amendments, etc.  Class debate, hopes, expectations, predictions? 
c. In the news? 

 
6. End-of-Session Presentations 

a. Final outcome of bill 
b. Group and individual reflections 
c. Tally % : Passed? Amended? Dropped? Lost causes? Return next year?  

 
Other activities during the year to reinforce the continuing nature of our governmental 
process. The Legislature is not always front-page news, but there is year-round action, 
planning, and work. 
 

⇒ Class field trip to the Capitol during Session.  
 

⇒ Class speakers:  
Legislator 
Judge 
Lobbyist 
Staff 
 

*A PowerPoint on How a Bill Becomes a Law (on CD) is available by contacting the 
Civic Education Coordinators at the Legislature: Joan Elgee, elgee.joan@leg.wa.gov 
or Judi Best, best.judi@leg.wa.gov. 
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Bill Tracking Log 

 
Bill _______________ Sponsor_________________________________________ 

Title___________________________________________________________________ 

Group Members ____________________________ __________________________ 

   ___________________________ __________________________ 

DATE ACTIVITY PREDICTION REFLECTIONS 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 
 

Bill Update Log:  Where Is It Now? 
 
Bill______________ Title__________________________________________________ 
Sponsors ________________________________________________________ 
 

  
STEP 

 

 
DATE 

 
DETAILS / COMMENTS / 

QUESTIONS 
 

  
HOUSE OF ORIGIN 

 

  

1 1st Reading on _______________ 
floor 
 

  

2 Sent to 
________________________ 
committee 

  

3 Committee action 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

  

4 
 

Sent to Fiscal Committee 
 

  

5 Sent to Rules Committee 
 

  

6 2nd Reading – Amendments? 
 

  

7 3rd Reading   
 

  

8 Floor Vote   
  

OPPOSITE CHAMBER 
 

  

9 Sent to _______________ chamber 
 

  



10  
___________________ Committee 

  

11 Committee Action 
 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

  

12 Rules Committee 
 

  

13 2nd Reading – Amendments?   

14 3rd Reading  
 

  

15 Floor Vote:  Pass or Fail? 
 

  

 CONCURRENCE (do chambers 
agree)? 

  

 BECOMES LAW    
16 Governor’s Signature (or Veto) 

 
  

17 Effective date: 
on___________________ 
 

  

 

 
 


